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                                                                                Heidelberg, February 11, 2022 

 

To H.E Samia Suluhu Hassan 

President of the United Republic of Tanzania 

State House 

1 Julius Nyerere Road, Chamwino 

P.o.Box 1102, 40400 

Dodoma - Tanzania 

 

Open Letter to the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania 

 

Your Excellency President Suluhu Hassan,  

When in 2016, at the last minute, the Government of Tanzania reneged on 

the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) deal while an EU delegation 

was on its way to the signing ceremony, the whole world learned Tanzania 

did not take this decision lightly. On 22 June 2016, the Tanzanian Ministry 

of Trade organised a stakeholder meeting to include different voices for a 

national position on the EPA. At this stakeholder meeting, all actors 

relevant to trade issues were represented: from the Office of the President, 

to all ministries involved, to representatives of the customs authority, the 

private sector and the University of Dar es Salaam. The consultation process 

was very broad and gave all stakeholders the opportunity to discuss 
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Tanzania's position on the EPA. All scenarios were discussed, resulting in 

the development of the Tanzanian position on the EPA from this democratic 

and responsible consultation process, which the government 

communicated to the negotiating parties in the EAC and the EU. The 

reasons given for the rejection at that time were that Tanzania saw in the 

EPA a threat to its industrialisation through market opening in favour of the 

EU and a cementing of its colonial role as a supplier of raw materials. 

Moreover, Tanzania wanted the EU to draw the consequences of the 

BREXIT by accommodating the flow of goods from EAC to the UK in the EAC 

EPA market opening. Tanzania rightly demanded that the imbalances in the 

EPAs be corrected before the country took the step of signing. All these 

reasons and more are still valid today and with the need for external 

protection in order to be able to open up internally with a clear conscience 

under the AfCFTA, a new and even more serious reason for rejecting all 

EPAs has been added.  

It is precisely in this context that there is talk overnight that Tanzania is1 

ready to sign the EAC EPA. The question is: have Tanzania's demands been 

met? In my opinion, the answer to this question is clearly no, because the 

EU has not moved at all. In return, it is in the process of initiating 

negotiations with Kenya alone on services, government procurement, 

competition rules, investment, e-commerce and intellectual property 

protection.  This divides the region even more and Tanzania's interests in 

these areas, where it has yet to develop its own capacities, are more deeply 

at stake than ever. 

So, is Tanzania's turnaround only due to a fear of losing its LDC status, also 

in terms of trade infrastructure, and no longer having to trade with the EU 

under "Everything but Arms", or does this turnaround only have to do with 

the will of Tanzania's new administration after the late President J. P. 

 
1 https://www.bilaterals.org/?relief-as-tanzania-agrees-to 

https://www.bilaterals.org/?relief-as-tanzania-agrees-to
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Magufuli to become respectable again vis-à-vis the EU and to normalise 

relations?  

Both reasons are not worth risking the future of a country that is investing 

so much in its industrialisation and infrastructures. The export of 

commodities such as flowers, coffee and tea, which benefits from the EBA, 

will not promote Tanzania's industrialisation and diversification. On the 

contrary, it cements colonial dependencies, of which J. Nyerere spoke when 

he said that the tragedy of African countries was that they produce things 

they do not consume and consume things they do not produce. Tanzania 

will not take the next step in its development by exporting flowers. The 

price of this harmful external orientation is far too high, because Tanzania is 

exposing itself to competition from the EU through the EPA.  The EAC EPA 

entails liberalisation of tariffs, e.g. in the industrial sector, which will hinder 

incentives to process raw materials locally and to invest in them when 

products from the EU enter the continent's markets duty-free.  Their free 

movement from one region to another on the continent can only be 

prevented by strict rules of origin. To this end, the continent must upgrade 

its human, professional and technical resources to control the borders that 

would actually have to be dismantled for the AfCFTA to become a reality. 

From this point of view, the AfCFTA, which Tanzania has supported and 

signed, is being disrupted by the EPAs, contrary to all EU rhetoric. 

As far as the good relations of the government of Tanzania towards the EU 

are concerned, it is too low a need for the government of Tanzania to 

sacrifice the future of entire sectors for several years for this. Three 

Tanzanian administrations under Presidents B. Mkapa, J. Kikwete and J.P. 

Magufuli have resisted the EU and the flower industry established in Kenya.  

The present government won´t allow itself to be bought so cheaply. As a 

Pan Africanist, I refuse to give any thought that this could be the reason for 

Tanzania's new position. So my question to the government of Tanzania is: 
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Why do you want to sign the EAC EPA? Why now? Is this news true or is it 

due to EU propaganda trying to break the resistance in all EPA regions? 

Even though you now have good reasons for doing so, which I am ignoring 

so far, I still offer the following: the fact that your alleged decision is first 

announced by an EU diplomat who claims to have heard it from Kenyan 

President Uhuru Kenyatta shows that EU officials still have no respect for 

Africans. After such a long emotionally laden conflict, one would expect a 

bit of restraint from the EU to allow you, as a country, to announce and 

explain your decision yourselves. Nothing of the sort. Just as the EU officials 

do not get tired since the beginning of the EPA negotiations to explain why 

the EPAs are good for the Africans and see no need to explain what their 

own interests are, for which they are building up so much pressure, they 

are now sending the message, that the Tanzanians have also finally realised, 

that what the EU thinks is good for them must also be good. Colonialism 

lives on. This alone is sufficient reason to reconsider the decision of signing 

the EPA, if it is true. You would be doing a good service to the African 

youth, who is working in all regions of the continent to put an end to 

colonial penetration. The EPAs are part of this colonial continuation.   

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dr. Boniface Mabanza Bambu 


