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KASA WORKSHOP: Climate Justice and Key Demands 
 
From 4-7 October, 2011, representatives of churches, informal traders and civil society or-
ganisations met in Johannesburg, South Africa to discuss and share strategies of confronting 
climate change. Under the facilitation of KASA the group interrogated the threats posed by 
climate change and the continued inaction by governments to deal decisively with the threats. 
The following conclusions were reached: 
 
Climate change challenges 
From 28 November to 9 December governments of the world will gather in Durban, South Africa for 
the Seventeenth Conference of Parties (COP17) of the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) to continue ongoing climate change negotiations. Climate change is the 
defining issue of our era. It will change the Earth into a hostile environment with more floods, 
droughts, water scarcity and extreme weather conditions caused by the build-up of greenhouse gases.  
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) reports in its Fourth Assessment report re-
leased in 2007 that by 2020, between 75 and 250 million Africans will likely be experiencing in-
creased water stress with serious implications for agriculture: “In some areas, yields from rain-fed 
agriculture could be reduced by up to 50% by 2020… Africa is one of the most vulnerable continents 
to climate variability and change because of multiple stresses and low adaptive capacity”. The Food 
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) speaks of “weather-related production shortfalls” as one of the 
factors contributing to the increase in food prices (FAO, 2008a). There is no doubt that prices will 
become more volatile as a result of speculation but also because of more intense weather patterns. 
The key contributor to global warming is human-induced climate change as a result of unsustainable 
economic growth, consumption and production patterns that are exploitative especially by the global 
North and the elites in developing countries. While climate change affects everyone, it does not affect 
everyone equally. The developed countries with about 20% of the world’s population have emitted 
nearly three quarters of all the historic greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, hence there is a funda-
mental imbalance with regard to who emits and who does not. So the atmosphere which is shared by 
everybody has been largely polluted by a few.  
 
World Leaders meeting in Durban must seek climate justice, by coming up with a binding legal 
agreement that reduces carbon emissions and avoids further emission increases. We believe that Cli-
mate Change is a systemic crisis of unsustainable economic models, and without substantial changes 
to that system, without establishing an alternative, sustainable economic model, we have little chance 
of averting the worst effects of climate change. 
 
Key Demands 
• Developed countries – and countries like South Africa, which is the biggest polluter in Africa - 

must adopt binding commitments far beyond the meagre ‘pledge and review’ system that is on the 
table.  

• Commit to a fair, ambitious and legally binding agreement and to a second commitment period for 
the Kyoto Protocol. The United States, which is outside the Kyoto Protocol, must adopt “compa-
rable” efforts in scale, legal form and compliance under the Convention. 

• Set clear short and long term targets for carbon emission reductions that keep average global tem-
perature increases well below 1.5 degrees centigrade, and to support solutions that contribute to 
healing the earth. 

• Ensure there is adequate finance for adaptation in Africa. Such finance should come from histori-
cally polluting nations and be additional to existing development aid, governed inclusively and 
equitably under the United Nations. The 30 billion USD pledged as “fast start” finance has 
emerged as neither new nor additional, but as largely repackaged official development assistance. 
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• Adaptation is a central priority for Africa and for all developing countries. The people of Africa – 
including workers, farmers, women, indigenous peoples, and other affected groups - must be fully 
compensated for the adverse impacts of climate change, for the costs of avoiding impacts wher-
ever possible, and for lost opportunities for development. 

• GDP as an indicator of economic wellbeing must be abandoned in favour of indicators that include 
human wellbeing, equality and the external environmental costs of human economies. 

• Climate justice must be linked to the issue of a just transition and creating climate jobs through 
immediate and coordinated steps to shift to a low carbon economy.     

• Climate change presents a fundamental threat to agriculture in Africa and elsewhere.  Developed 
countries must not be allowed to shift attention from emission reductions in their own highly in-
dustrialized, subsidized and polluting agriculture sector towards mitigation in developing coun-
tries. 

• Addressing agriculture and climate change in developing countries must emphasize food security 
and sovereignty, farmers’ rights and rural livelihoods, and focus on adaptation, public finance and 
the transfer of appropriate technologies. 

• Intellectual property rights present a barrier to the availability, affordability and adaptability of 
existing and new technology and must therefore be relaxed to deal with climate change. 

• A public fund to support appropriate clean technologies as well as mitigation and adaptation is 
better than a property right to pollute (carbon markets). 

 
 
Climate change is already destroying the common good and violating human rights especially 
of those who are vulnerable. If the wealthy don’t change their lifestyle, there will be no life 
any more. 
 
 
 
Signed on October 6, 2011 by delegates from: 
  
Association for Rural Advancement (AFRA), South Africa 
BIG-Coalition, Namibia 
Diakonia Council of Churches, South Africa 
JCTR, Zambia 
KASA, Germany 
Khulumani Support Group, South Africa 
Misereor, Zimbabwe 
PACSA, South Africa 
SACBC, South Africa 
Sekwele, South Africa 
Swaziland Informal Traders Association, Swaziland 
Streetnet International, South Africa 
TARA, Namibia 
TCOE, South Africa 
Western Cape Informal Traders Association, South Africa 
 
 
 
 


