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For God so loved the world (cosmos), that God sent God’s only begotten Son… (John 
3,16)  

Preamble:  

The Study Process conducted on the church relations between Germany and southern 
Africa was an attempt by 24 churches in South Africa, Namibia and Germany to come to 
terms with the difficult history that connects Christians from South Africa, Namibia and 
Germany. Since the beginning of European settlement in the Cape, Christians from South 
Africa and Germany have been journeying together in relationships marred by all the 
contradictions of colonialism and apartheid. Historians of all three countries have 
researched the contributions by churches, mission agencies and theology to the workings 
of colonialism and apartheid. The commissioning churches have promised to receive the 
findings and to build future relationships on the commitment to overcome racism, 
marginalization in the churches and in the societies to which they belong.  

With these objectives the Study Process stands in the history of solidarity that has 
characterized German-South African church relationships for many decades. The liberating 
message of the Gospel has inspired resistance and forged a strong bond between Christians 
in South Africa and Germany who are convinced that apartheid and structural injustice are 
sinful and contradict God’s will. German churches and church based organisations took up 
the South African anti-apartheid campaign across Germany and provided direct support to 
and solidarity with the crucial ministry of the South African Council of Churches and other 
organisations. This commitment to liberation has changed churches in South Africa and 
Germany. The experiences in the struggle have proven that churches can become agents of 
transformation. The churches that work together in the Study Process want to further 
develop this special relationship. Political, economic and environmental injustice are 
global phenomena. Committed Christians are called to link up to address these challenges 
together.  

****** 
Why are we here now?  

We meet here as representatives of South African and German Christian communities, 
building on the strong partnership which we developed in the dark days of apartheid and 
before.  

Humbled and inspired by the gospel of the incarnate Christ and recognizing that we belong 
to one human family of manifold communities and faith traditions, we give thanks to God 
who has brought us together this week at the University of the Western Cape, from South 
Africa and Germany. We recognize that in South Africa and Germany there is much policy 
uncertainty ahead of us in the areas of political justice, economic justice and ecological 
justice in the context of racial, class, generational and gender prejudices and inequalities.  

We come together in this conference, not just as churches in the formal sense, but 
together as people who are seized with the social, political and economic inequities of our 
countries and our world. We are bound together by God’s love, to live out God’s love in 
communities, regions, countries and in the cosmos that God’s providence has created for 
our living and that of future generations. We say: God’s love is universal!  

How have we listened?  

By deliberately and intentionally using four lenses of “race”, “class”, “gender” and 
“generation” we were challenged to see new realities that we were either unconscious of 
or that we were consciously or subconsciously ignoring. Some of this was deeply 



uncomfortable, but for the sake of each other and for the sake of the integrity of the 
Gospel, we tried to listen to each other and did not shy away from it. After all, the 
incarnate Christ represents a deeply uncomfortable and challenging presence to the 
dominant powers, then and now, but good news for the poor, marginalized and oppressed. 
The incarnation of God in Jesus is the foundation of our commitment to act on what we 
have heard; for in the incarnation, the Christ event has touched every aspect of human 
life, reaching to the expanse of the created order. “For by Him all things were created that 
are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible… All things were created through 
Him and for Him.” (Colossians 1:16)  

We therefore asked new questions of each other, understanding that this is neither the 
start nor the end of a process of building post-colonial relationships that Interrogate our 
common past, engage and provoke learning, tackle challenges, in order to enrich and 
deepen our partnerships. We commit to hold onto one another in the struggle for greater 
socio-political, economic and ecological justice. Strengthened by our faith in the incarnate 
Christ; inspired by love and convicted by hope, we believe that the Church has a duty to 
proclaim a prophetic witness for both our countries and our common world – our cosmos.  

What have we heard?  

Political justice: This is challenged in both countries. There is a deep-seated 
dissatisfaction and mistrust of state institutions, which provoke simplistic analysis and 
sloganeering on the right and the left of the political spectrum. This is manifested in rising 
racism and xenophobia. In South Africa, the depth of state capture, manifest in all levels 
of government, debilitates the governmental system and results in the decline of state 
institutions and the undermining of justice and substantive democracy.  

Economic justice: The current economic system, which does not promote inclusive and 
sustainable growth, further widens the economic gap between rich and poor and causes 
anger and despair. The systemic and structural injustice that causes the wealth of the rich 
also creates the poverty of the poor between the countries and in the countries. In both 
our countries, the outsourcing of companies and production often increases economic 
disparities and poor economic rewards for workers. The lack of transparency of monetary 
outflows as well as corrupt business practices undermine fiscal sovereignty. In South Africa, 
the unresolved issue of land reform and restitution as well as the ticking time bomb of 
millions of unemployed young people threatens the cohesion of society.  

Ecological justice: We are in need of repentance for the destruction of God’s creation. We 
realise that there is a narrow Biblical and theological understanding and interpretation of a 
human-centred perspective while not seeing God in all creation. Modern lifestyle has 
alienated us from the web of life and made us deaf to the groaning of creation. This issue 
is urgent for both countries. We see an unprecedented escalation of climate change and 
the destruction of biodiversity on a global scale which threatens the very existence of 
humanity. The rise of CO2 emissions has led to an increase of temperature of almost 1.2 
degrees Celsius while the tolerance level was set at 1.5 degrees until 2030! The current 
system of ecological rape of our planet is caused by a false understanding of the fullness of 
life. While we need a sustainable growth system in South Africa, we need reduction of the 
use of natural resources in Germany in order to stay within the planetary boundaries. We 
need a redefined model of the good life (John 10:10). We have also become disconnected 
from our indigenous knowledge systems.  

Gender Justice: We recognize the image of God in all God’s children, irrespective of their 
gender identity. The inclusive gendering of God’s Name and the practice of gender 
inclusion is both a desire and a necessity if we are to have a more comprehensive picture 
of God. This is experienced as micro aggression, sexual violence and modern days slavery 
in the objectifying and trafficking of female bodies across the world. Despite our best 
efforts, we acknowledge our failure to faithfully represent God’s image of gender diversity 
in our leadership, gatherings and conversations. Who gets a seat at the table? The 
preference for patriarchy excludes women and other gender communities. It diminishes 



our ability to work in intersectional, systemic and inclusive ways. The absence of women in 
the “senior leadership of the church” is acute. We welcome every effort to include these 
marginalized voices in all our future deliberations.  

Multi-Generational Justice: Our faith locates us in a family. This family is 
multigenerational. The absence of the voice of youth within the presentation and 
facilitation process robbed us all of the opportunity think and express the current concerns 
facing us today. It also jeopardizes the continuation of justice and related thoughts within 
societies.  

Conclusion:  

In the power of the Holy Spirit, guided by Gods passionate love of God’s creation and the 
presence of the Incarnate Christ, we commit ourselves to a new postcolonial partnership 
continuously being guided by the use of the four lenses, and to build a relationship of 
mutuality, collaboration as well as a joint agenda as we move forward.  

We want to engage in courageous conversations on both sides on the issues discussed and 
further issues to be discovered. We encourage existing relationships to continue, and to 
strengthen those and to do with in a way that fosters collaboration and innovation. To this 
end a reference group in each country will be set up.  

Cape Town, South Africa  
17th of March 2018  

  

  

  

  




